Safety issues in scale-up of chemical processes.
Fast time-to-market is an important issue in the development of chemical processes for fine chemicals and drug production. However, this needs to be balanced against the equally important issue of process safety. Developing a safe process within a short time frame is a demanding challenge but advances in: (i) risk analysis methods; (ii) procurement and interpretation of safety and scale-up data; and (iii) process control have opened up new perspectives in this field. The thermal stability of chemicals during storage and transportation is another field of interest, and data obtained from research in this area should allow the simplification of certain tedious procedures.